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always by men, the insects being carried in a leaf-cup and placed on a branch of an uninfected tree, usually the kusum} It is said that the work should be done at night and the man should be naked when he places the insects on the tree. .The tree is fenced round and nobody is allowed to touch it, as it is considered that the crop would thus be spoiled. If a woman has lost her husband and has to sow lac, she takes her son in her arms and places the cup containing the insects on his head ; on arriving at the tree she manages to apply the insects by means of a stick, not touching the cup with her own hands. All this ritual attaches simply to the infection of, the first tree, and afterwards in January or February the insects are propagated on to other trees without ceremony. The juice of onions is dropped on to them to make them healthy. The stick-lac is collected**-,J>y the Gonds and Korkus and sold to the Lakjiejras"; they, clear it of wood as far as possible and therr place the intrusted twigs and bark in long cotton bags and -heat them be/ore a fire, squeezing out the gum, which is spread out op \fiat plates so as to congeal into the shape of a pan cake.'v This is again heated and mixed with white clay and 'forms the material for the bangles. They are coloured with chapray the pure gum prepared like sealing-wax, which is mixed with vermilion, or arsenic and turmeric for a yellow colour. In some localities at least only the Lakheras and Patwas and no higher caste will sell articles made of lac.
The trade in lac bangles has now greatly declined, as tkev jiave keen SUppianteci by the more orna'mental glass bangles. They are thick and clumsy and five of them will cover a large part of the space between the elbow and the wrist. They may be observed on Banjara women. Lac bangles are also still used by the Hindus, generally on ceremonial occasions, as at a marriage, when they are presented to and worn by the bride, and during the month of Shrawan (July), when the Hindus observe a fast on behalf of the growing crops and the women wear bangles of lac. For these customs Mr. Hira Lai suggests' the explanation that lac bangles were at one time generally worn by the
1 Schleichcra trijuga.